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We are understanding the Union of Operating Engineers (OE) #324 are in a labor dispute, specifically with 
Rieth-Riley. This is not a labor dispute by the RCKC, nor does the RCKC have control over any portion of the 
process.  This is a state-wide issue and pending how long this will continue, our projects/contractors, will need 
to re-prioritize with other projects across the state.  There have been many news articles on this issue across 
the State. 

This labor dispute is currently effecting our D Avenue - 17th Street to Riverview Drive and D Avenue - Rolling 
Meadows to Douglas Avenue projects in Cooper Township.  The D Avenue projects are under contract through 
the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), as federal funds are included.  It is important to note 
these projects have terms and conditions within agreements that must be applied accordingly.  The projects 
current open to traffic date is September 5, 2019; final restoration date of April 24, 2020.   

As we anxiously await resolution to this issue, we are working to complete other items within the project scope, 
with the sub-contractors not impacted by this issue, until hot mix asphalt paving and other work can occur.   

Please be reassured the RCKC would also like to have these projects completed.  The delay on all of these 
projects effect many aspects of our operations and the service we provide to the public.  If it is safe to do so, 
we will work to have the roads opened before winter according to the terms and conditions within the 
agreement.  If a resolution to this matter is not resolved, unfortunately this once again could mean our projects 
being completed into 2020. 

We appreciate your patience as we work with our partners on this issue. 

Sign up for RCKC CONNECT to receive message alerts for road construction, road closures/detours, and general public news from the 
Road Commission of Kalamazoo County website at: www.kalamazoocountyroads.com 
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